Memorandum

To: Helen MacPhail, Environmental Assessment

From: Peter Labor, Acting Manager, Protected Areas Branch, Nova Scotia
Environment

Date: November 23 2009

Re: Focus Report for Miller's Creek Gypsum Mine Extension

Protected Areas Branch has reviewed the proponent’s Focus Report for Miller's Creek
Mine Extension, as submitted by Conestoga-Rovers for CGC Inc.

Our primary concern with this project is the resulting permanent removal of natural
habitat with provincially significant ecological values - a biologically rich habitat,
including species-at-risk, wetlands and the underlying karst terrain which is an intrinsic
part of the ecology. The intricate relationship between the unique surface
characteristics, rare flora, and hydrology of karst terrain make for a delicately balanced
system and is especially vulnerable to disturbance.

Our view remains consistent with the preference for future conservation protection for
this area, which contains the last, relatively undisturbed, natural patch on the Avon
Peninsula. The eventual reclamation of this project in 70 years time will amount to re-
landscaping an altered ecosystem’and karst terrain wherein the survival of known
species-at-risk and current habitat values cannot be assured.

In our previous submission to the Miller Creek Mine Extension EARD, we emphasized
the provincial-scale ecological significance and irreplaceability of the existing landscape
targeted for mining. In the focus report, the discussion on provincial significance does
not adequately recognize the importance of the area, while providing biotic field data
proving that the area is even more significant and irreplaceable than was understood
previously.

The ecological significance of the Windsor-area gypsum terrain is partly illustrated in the
series of species record maps shown in Appendix A. These maps show it is apparent
that, while some calciphilic species are scattered across the province, only the Windsor-
area gypsum terrain hosts more-or-less complete assemblages of these species, plus a
number of other rarities. It should be noted that post-2007 records are not included on
these maps, so some species which have been found on the Avon Peninsula (e.g.,
Anemone quinquefolia, Hepatica nobilis, Thuja occidentalis) are not depicted here.







